
 

 

 

1st INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS  
 

SOFIA 
 
Friday 26.09.2008  

9.00  Participants registration  

9.30 Official opening  

 Elda Lettieri, President, SELENA Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria 
    

9.45 Official addresses  
 Anna Yaneva, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy and Energy, Bulgaria 
 Italian Government Representative (TBC)  
 Stefano Benazzo,  H.E. the Italian Ambassador in Bulgaria (TBC) 
 Stanimir Barzashky, Executive Director Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion 

Agency (BSMEPA) (TBC) 

10.15 “What kind of collaboration is possible to set up among Bulgarian, Italian and women 
entrepreneurs coming from other countries for encouraging a common economic development?”  

 Nina Noeva, President, International Association of Professional and Business Women in Bulgaria 
(IAPBWB)  

 Gabriella Canonica, Regional Coordinator BPW EUROPE, Business and Professional Women 
 Aliki Mitsakos, President Soroptimist International of Greece  
 Aslıhan Tekin, Representative, KAGIDER, Women Entrepreneurs Association of Turkey 
 Mirlinda Kusari, President SHE-ERA, Women Business Association, Kosovo 
 Iliana Stoycheva, National Coordinator, EWL-European Women’s Lobby , Bulgaria 
 Anna Maria Piccione, Deputy President,  Confartigianato Donna Impresa (National Women 

Confederation for SMEs and Handicraft) Italy 
 Simone Budelli, Professor, Department of Economic Public Law, University of Perugia, Italy 

“Collaboration between Italian and Bulgarian Public Administrations” 
 
Moderator  Maria Slavova, Deputy President, SELENA Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria. 

11.30  Coffee break  

11.45  “Women and innovation”. Consideration on how to increase the female presence in the economic sectors 
dealing with new technologies, or to innovate the human resources training and education, the products or 
the processes.   

 
 Eli Anavi, Director, Enterprise Policy Directorate, Ministry of Economy and Energy, Bulgaria 

 " Bulgarian perspectives on innovation policy"  
 Mihai Jigau, Institute for Educational Science, Romania 

“The development of professional expertise in entrepreneurships. Romanian Women Cases” (TBC) 
 Alessandra Borsetti Venier , Manager Morgana Publishing House, Italy 

“How to become a publisher: books as artworks” 
 Ivanka Vesselinova, Director, Employment Agency, Municipality of Popovo, Bulgaria 

“Innovation tools & techniques to be implemented in the innovation” 
 Rita Assogna, Founder Member,  Association of Women Innovators and Inventors Network, Italy 

“Women and innovation: needs for women innovators and inventors – ITWIN organization” 
 
 Moderator Avgustina Tzvetkova, President, Balkan Mosaic Foundation 
 

13.30  Lunch  



 

 

 
 
 
 
14.30   Monothematic Seminars amongst businesswomen in the following sectors: fashion, tourism, 
handcrafts, food and agriculture, furnishing and design, services to enterprises. 
 

 Representative BAATPE, Bulgarian Association of Apparel and Textile Producers and Exporters– 
Fashion  

 Daniela Koleva, Manager, Decor Center – Furnishing and design 
 Leonardo Manaresi, Manager, Mod- Axon – Fashion 

“Competitiveness challenges facing Bulgarian enterprises in the fashion field, mainly regarding the ones run 
by women” 

 Enzo Moretti, Manager, Arezzo Innovation – Agroalimentary and handcraft 
“Marketing & tradition: typical products as a mean for the local development” 

 Mary Mancinelli, President, CNA Woman Entrepreneur, Region of Umbria and POS Pair 
Opportunity System – Services to enterprises 

 Cristina Cogoi, Manager, Melius Ltd International Mobility and Employment – Services to 
enterprises 
“European funding opportunities to assist SMEs” 

 Erika Squadroni, Noesis European Development Consulting- Services to enterprises 
“Funding opportunities for the creation of Sviluppoitalia company”  –   

 Elena Bakalova, Manager Elemar OOD –  Services to enterprises 
 Juliana Minceva, Consultant Concept NetBg – Services to enterprises 

  From 15.30 Business to business meetings 

19.30 Fashion show in collaboration with BAATPE Bulgarian Association of Apparel and Textile 
Producers and Exporters and Modartech Italian-Bulgarian Institute Of Fashion And Technology 

21.00 Dinner with typical Italian products 

 
Saturday 27.09.2008  
  

9.30 “Women entrepreneurship’s contribution to the creation of a modern and operative productive 
system”. Women entrepreneurship’s role and capability, intended as a key factor for the economic 
development and the local social development. 

 
 Natalia Nikolova, Manager, International Department Terni Servizi Tiesse Ltd and Elemar OOD, 

Italy 
“Women entrepreneurs: a preciousness to be enhanced. In search of the magic formula for success”.  

 Helena de Felipe Lehtonen, President, AFAEMME, Association of Organisations of Mediterranean 
Businesswomen, Barcelona, Spain 
“The Importance of Women’s Networks in Politics and Economics” 

 Nadia Libera Imbroglini, President, Committee for women entrepreneurship, Sviluppoumbria Spa 
(Umbria development agency), Italy 
“Women entrepreneurs from Umbria region: numbers, capabilities, value” 

 Anna Horváth, Managing Director SEED, Foundation for Small Enterprise Economic 
Development, Hungary  

              “Female entrepreneurs and equal opportunity in Hungary” 
 Stanimira Hadjimitova, President & CEO, Gender Project for Bulgaria and Bulgarian Fund for 

Women (BFW), Bulgaria 
“Gender Stereotypes in the business world” 

 
Moderator Avgustina Tzvetkova, President, Balkan Mosaic Foundation 

  



 

 

11.00  Coffee break  
 
 
11.15 “Local business culture training and building of entrepreneurial networks”. New training proposals 

aimed at strengthening the entrepreneurship mentality of women and encouraging networks in order to 
stimulate the business development and competitiveness.  

 
 Diana Angelova, President Education and Business Foundation, Bulgaria 
 Alessandra Dori, Councilwoman responsible for Training and Labour, Equal Opportunities and 

Youth Policies, Province of Arezzo, Italy 
 Blagovesta Guetova, President, Agorà dei Mondi Association, Bologna, Italy 

“Training planning in gender and equal opportunities perspectives” 
 Diego Mattioli, Manager, Noesis European Development Consulting, Italy 

“European Policies and financial tools supporting international networking” 
 Leonardo Manaresi, Manager, Modartech Italian-Bulgarian Institute Of Fashion And Technology, 

Bulgaria 
 “Successful histories: the case of Modartech in Italy and the introduction of this winning model in Bulgaria” 

 Lorena Pesaresi, Responsible Equal Opportunities Office, Province of Perugia, Italy 
“L.IN.F.A.: the first Italian project for consolidating the women entrepreneurship. Law 125/91 – Province of 
Perugia – Ministry of Labour” 

 Cristina Cogoi and Maria Chiara Vita Finzi, Manager, Melius ltd, International Mobility and 
Employment; Loriana Valoriani, Incubators of the Municipality of Cavriglia, Italy; Waclaw Novak, 
OCWP, The Enterprise Support Centre in Ostrów Wielkopolski,  Poland 
“The Communitarian project Diogenes:: incubators in network for business training and vocational 
guidance”  

 
 Moderator  Maria Slavova, Deputy President, SELENA Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria. 

13.30 Closing of the work activities in Sofia 

 
Sunday  28.09.2008 

            Cultural city tours in Sofia 

 
PLOVDIV 

 
Monday 29.09.2008 
 

 Business visits to relevant Plovdiv’s companies run by businesswomen 
 
Tuesday 30.09.2008 
 
At the International Fair Plovdiv in collaboration with the Italian Institute for Foreign Trade (I.C.E.) in Sofia  
 

9.00 Participants registration  

9.30 Opening session  
 Fabrizio Camastra, Director, Italian Institute for Foreign Trade (ICE) in Sofia  
 Elda Lettieri, President, SELENA, Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria 

  
9.45 Official addresses  

 Stefano Benazzo  H.E. the Italian Ambassador in Bulgaria (TBC) 
 Anna Yaneva, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy and Energy, Bulgaria 
 Italian Government Representative (TBC)  

 



 

 

 
10.15 “Women entrepreneurship’s contribution to the creation of a modern and operative productive 

system”. Consideration on the women entrepreneurship’s role and capability, intended as a key factor for the 
economic development and the local social development. 

 
 Sasha Bezuhanova, Deputy President CEIBG, Confederation of Employers and Industrialists in 

Bulgaria  
 Marinella Loddo, Director Industrial Co-operation and Relations with Intl. Org., Italian Institute 

for Foreign Trade, Italy (TBC) 
 Representantive Business Women, Republic of Serbia (TBC) 
 Deputy President, BPW EUROPE - Business and Professional Women 
 Natalia Nikolova, Chamber of Commerce of Terni, Italy 

“Women entrepreneurs: a preciousness to be enhanced. In search of the magic formula for success”.  
 Mary Mancinelli, President, CNA Woman Entrepreneur, Region of Umbria  & POS, Pair 

Opportunity System, Italy 
 Adele Maria Pia Pirro, Future Consulting, Macerata, Italy 
 Stanimira Hadjimitova, President & CEO, Gender Project for Bulgaria and Bulgarian Fund for 

Women (BFW), Bulgaria 
“Gender Stereotypes in the business world” 

 
 Moderator Maria Slavova, Deputy President, SELENA Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria 

 11.30  Coffee break  

 
11.45 “Local business culture training and building of entrepreneurial networks”. New training proposals aimed at 

strengthening the entrepreneurship mentality of women and encouraging networks in order to stimulate the business 
development and competitiveness. 

 
 Maria Slavova, Professor University of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Bulgaria 
 Czeslaw Noworol, Professor of Organization and Management, Faculty of Economics, 

Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland 
 Cornelia Rotaru, Presidente ADAF, Association for Women Entrepreneurship Development 

Romania 
           “Barriers to the advancement of the Romanian women in business” 

 Armando Fizzarotti, Board member IMPULSI Ngo  Italy 
“European Policies and financial tools supporting international networking” 

 Diana Angelova, President Education and Business Foundation, Bulgaria 
 “The Entrepreneurial Abilities in Women” 

 Leonardo Manaresi, Manager Modartech Italian-Bulgarian Institute Of Fashion And Technology 
Bulgaria  

 “Successful histories: the case of Modartech in Italy and the introduction of this winning model in Bulgaria” 
 

Moderator Elda Lettieri, President SELENA Association of Women Entrepreneurs in Bulgaria 

13.30 End of the Conference 

INFO: SELENA  
29, Str. Tsar Asen - Sofia 

tel. +359 2 980 44 24 – tel/fax +359 2 980 07 37  
GSM +359 896 232056; +359 894 316859 

Mobile Italy +39 335 6662544; Tel. Italy +39 0577 935819 

 


